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.E C: n C I 3. 1 .1 .202Z JAN 72 CITE:!:VIENTI.AINE	 ADD/S 	

NO •	

is • AS:k FOLLOW ii? TO THE REFERENCED MESSAGES, ' 	 NOTES

THAT -sopi 	 TOWNL.EY AND MRS. WE ISSE NBA CX HAVE NOW RAISED . WITH

PERSONNEL OFFICER VIENTIANE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEY WOULD

, LIKE-TO . APPROACH , THEIR . RESPECTIVE . CONGRESSMENANWOR SENATORS . TO SEE

IF THE NAMES-OF THEIR .'-HUSBANDt . ,'COULD . -NOT BE GIVEN TO MEMBERS OF THE

PRESIDENT' S . PARTY TO TAKE WITH THEM TO PEKING'. BOTH WIVES HAVE •

..MADV'T HE SAME SUGGESTION INDIVIDUALLY,  A ND MRS. WE ISSENBACK APPEARS
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HAVE ARRIVED  AT HER • POSIT ION WITHOUT :HAVI NG CONSUL TED MRS.

HAS SUGGESTED . TO THESE WOI4ENTHROUGH

PERSONNEL OFFICER THAT . IT 'MIGHT BE MORE E XPEDITIOUS . .IF :•• • A • REQUEST SUCH

	

.	 .	 .	 .	 .
AS THEY :PROPOSED .• BE:MADE ON 2244F OF1,411.3..... THE CREWMEMBERS FAMILIES .

ON :C.I23 293 BY THE WASHINGTON . • OFFICE • OF	 THROU+H OFFICIAL
• ....

GOVERNMENT  tHANNELS' TO THE ; WHITE . HOUSE. THIS OuLp ,.kAvE .T THE

BENEFICIAL EFFECT
.	 . .	 .	 .

OF PERHAPS' 'AVOIDING • T HE SORT OF PUBLIC IT Y THAT :.•• .	 ;	 •	 ,:.	 ...•	 .

• •'MIGHT ACCRUE TO INDIVIDUAL: EFFORTS THAT MIGHT BE EXPLOITED BY THE .

•. MEDIA	 CoOpini THIS suop2stioN, 	 wouLO APPRECIATE

BUNG 10 ADVt$ED..IN: . .ORDER THAT THE LOOP MIGHT BE CLOSED

WITH THE ,AFFECTEVFAMILIES ...: . ;.FY.It. MRS.: RITTER,' . -WIFE OF . THE.. •

IC OF 293 • IS ,CURRENTLY- •ON .4 VACATION TRIP ;14 .-.P.E:NANG .: .•AND:.DOES NOT

KNOW OF THE IDEAS; OF THE OT HER . TWO :AMERICAN' W IVES.

AND 	 HAVE DISCUSSED MATTER A T TAIPEI

AND CONCLUDE THAT IT MIGHT BE • BETTER TO H'AVE. MESDAMES :TOW NLEY 

AND WEISSENBAOK (AND PROBABLY * RITTER) WORKING THROUGH

HA N WORKING  INDEPENDENTLY AND THEREFORE PROPOSE TO CONCUR

N	 SUGGESTION UNLESS HQS SEES REASONS WHY IT SHOULD

. ••NOT WORK THIS WAY. ADVISE. 'GP-I.•
•

•

are both concerned with the possible repercussions
should Mrs. Townley b'ecorne dissatisfied with the" handling of the niissing C. 123 ease.

**Station's evaluation of tte iktitable courses of action Mrs. Townley


